PEACHWORT, RED-SHANKS, Pofygoman persicana L

295. Peachwort, Red-Shanks, Po/ygonum persicaria L. (X $);
annual, erect or spreading, with leggy branches,, from the
base, reddish; leaves alternate, lanceolate, half acute, narrowed

at the base into a short
petiole to which is adnajte
the thin tubular stipule
about i in. long; stipules
fringed at the top with slen-
der bristles; lateral nerves
numerous; flowers (A, x
5) red or greenish, in often
paired spike-like racemes
up to li in. long; flower-
stalks very short, subtended
by a small fringed bract
like a miniature stipule;
calyx (B, X 5) 5-lobed to
the middle; stamens 5 or
6; ovary (C, X 5) broadly
ovoid; styles 2, recurved;
fruit (D, X 4) slightly
tened, nearly black,
ning (family Polygonaceae)
Common in ditches, by
roadsides, and on waste
ground and rubbish-heaps,
flowering in summer and
autumn.

Ths species ofPolygonum included here (see also figs. 296-8)
show in a striking way the peculiar nature of the stipule, which is a
characteristic feature of the genus. It forms a sheath, sometimes
of considerable size, within the leaf-stalk, and is called an
ochrea. Usually this is fringed with long hairs or bristles.

There are no petals in the flowers of the family Polygonaceae,
but the sepals often make up for this deficiency by being coloured.
It is closely related to the Pink family, Caryophyllaceae.
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